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Statement:

We Demand Maintaining the Independence of the Science Council of Japan

We, the Board of Directors of Japan Association for Urban Sociology, support the
statement by the 186th General Meeting of the Science Council of Japan, “We ask the Cabinet
Office to reconsider its Policy Concerning the Science Council of Japan (December 6, 2022)”, and
calls for maintaining the independence of the Science Council of Japan.

The Cabinet Office's "Policy Concerning of the Science Council of Japan" (December 6,
2022) proposes involvement of a third-party committee in the rules and process of member
selection of the Science Council of Japan. This could interfere with the autonomous and
independent of the member selection process and could lead to the legitimization of the refusal to
the appoint members that occurred in 2020. This is questionable in light of the independence of
the Science Council of Japan and is an issue that is highly relevant to the very root of the raison
d'étre of the organization.

Today, a legislative amendment, including establishment of a third-party committee, is
being prepared and is scheduled to be submitted to the ordinary Diet session. However, necessity
of the legislative amendment has not been presented as legislative facts, and we have strong
concerns whether the Diet are able to consider and debate the issue carefully.

Considering these points, the Board of Directors of the Japan Association for Urban
Sociology supports the statement by the 186th General Meeting of the Science Council of Japan
and strongly urges the independence of the Science Council of Japan to be maintained.

February 16, 2023
Board of Directors of Japan Association for Urban Sociology



