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4 Criticizing Shinzo Abe’ s Urban Policies: Alain Badiou and Urban Policies
after Fukushima’ s Disaster Fadlan Khaerul Anam (University of Indonesia)

‘Ontological turn’ contributes to the debate on climate change by propagating the 'return of the radical subject'
that has long killed by the postmodernists. Alain Badiou, an Althusserian Marxist stand in this position by
showing the deadlock postmodernists who pounded her subject is too much emphasis on the 'the void of
subject' that cause the subject to lose their emancipatory force and end up stuck in a minimum transcendence in
Being (liberal democracy in the first and second world). To restore the subject, Badiou shows that the voids
always on the side of Being has the consequence that the various policies that hegemonize by Being reflect a
shortage of Being. By using Badiou’s thought, through content analysis, I will analyze the Shinzo Abe’s urban
policies after Fukushima’s disaster, especially policy on electricity cost. By using Badiou’s thought, the Being—
global Empire (US)-wants to control global carbon trade through Obama rhetoric and discourses that promise
success momentum to reduce emissions. Obama rhetoric and discourses makes the context essentialization that
trapped the subject in grand narrative created by Being (late capitalism which is dominated by the American
empire) that propagate 'the essence' as important. This discourse is supported by Euro-Americacentric scientific
world. Obama rhetoric and discourses as representation of the Being of global empire (US), influenced Abe’s
policies on climate change such as the emission reduction isn’t possible without nuclear power which is still not
popular use is for Japanese society; at the same time, Japan trapped in fossil fuel imports and coincided with the
position of a weak Yen, this causes Abe’s policies increases electricity costs that oppress the urban lower class.
Interestingly, to minimize resistance from the urban lower class, Shinzo Abe militarism tendency used to it and
at same times, Abe construct a discourse through his policies that causes resistance from the urban lower class
considered as anti-nationalist.
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